Prehistory Notes
- review (building on previous knowledge) List the five themes of geography; can you give examples of each?

I.  Prehistory refers to the long period of time before people invented systems of writing – they had no cities, countries, organized central governments, or complex inventions.
Areas of study:

A.  Anthropology – studying the origins and development of people and their societies

B.  Archaeology – study of past people and cultures through the study of artifacts


Specialties:

1. Chemists & Physicists measure radioactivity to determine age of objects.  “One method used 

by scientists to date the remains of living organisms is carbon-14 dating.  Scientists know that, until they die, plants and animals absorb radioactive carbon 14 from the atmosphere.  After they die, the carbon 14 decreases very slowly at a known rate.  By measuring the amount of carbon 14 remaining in objects such as wood, seeds, and bones, scientists can estimate their ages.” 


2.  Geologists determine the age of rocks


3.  Botanists & Zoologists examine seeds and animal bones to learn about the diet 



of early people



4.  Biologists analyze human bones



5.  Computers store and sort data



6.  Aerial photography can reveal patterns of land usage



7.  Experts on climate determine what conditions early people faced

C.  Historians – study how people lived in the past, but rely more on written evidence.  
“Generally, historians try to give a straightforward account of events.  Sometimes, 
though, their personal experiences, cultural backgrounds, or political opinions may affect their interpretations.”
BIAS
II.  Old Stone Age/ Paleolithic Age is the earliest period of human history.

A. Hunter/Gatherers:  

· scientists think that the earliest people lived in East Africa (Olduvai & Lucy)
· the people lived in small hunting and food-gathering bands numbering about 20-30 people

· everyone contributed: men hunted; women gathered food

· the people were nomads and depended wholly on their environment for survival

· lived through several ice ages

· invented: clothing & fire

· believed in animism (spirits and forces reside in animals, objects of dreams), carried small stone statues, worshipped earth-mother goddesses

· began burying the dead and providing tools & weapons – believe in after life

B. Neolithic Agriculture Revolution – where people learned to farm (food discussion)

· Learn to farm allows people to stay in one place, allowing for permanent villages and development of tools (therefore called the New Stone Age/ Neolithic Age – “No greater change in the way people lived took place until the Industrial Revolution of the late 1700s”)

· Learned to domesticate animals

· Constant food allows for population growth, which allows for more people to interact

· Work divided by genders, women declined as power leaders because when food was scarce, warfare increased & men gained more prestige

· Settled people have more possessions – differences in wealth appear

· Invented: first (but inaccurate) calendars, used animals (like oxen) to plow.  Inventions did not appear everywhere at the same time, it took thousands of years to spread

· Villages start to separate workshops for specialization

III. Beginnings of Civilization (civilization is a complex, highly organized social order) started because a surplus of food allowed more people to survive in an area (the rise of cities)

A. key civilizations


\/ (Fertile Crescent)
a. built on river banks: Tigris & Euphrates River Valleys (Cradle of Civilization), 
Nile River (Egypt), Indus River (India), Huang He (China).  Civ. built on river banks because: silt spreading, animals feeding, regular water supply & means of transportation.  Farmers had to control flooding through cooperation with others – large-scale projects required leadership allowing for the introduction of government


b. built elsewhere (western hemisphere): Aztec & Incan civilizations.  Emerged in 



the highlands of Mexico and Peru as religious centers


B. eight basic features:



1.  cities


2.  central government (managed for steady food, collected taxes, systems of 



defense)



3.  complex religions (polytheistic)
more than one God


4.  job specialization (artisans)



5.  social classes


6.  arts & architecture



7.  public works (built irrigation systems, roads, bridges, defensive walls)



8.  writing (pictograms, scribes)


C.  spread/change of civilization



a.  conquering:
  

(1) city-state (a little state is its own country) is the conquered areas right around the city 




(2) empire is a group of states/territories controlled by one ruler

b.  cultural diffusion is the spread of ideas, customs & technologies from one people to another.  Chief causes of change were shifts in the physical environment and interactions among people.



(1) migration (“…relations between nomads and city dwellers have been 




complex.”) 



(2) trade



(3) warfare
Ellis & Esler, World History: Connections to Today. Prentice Hall; New Jersey. 2003 pp 6-19.

- application exercise: Divide the class into groups and have each group draw a cartoon strip to illustrate human development during the Paleolithic and Neolithic ages.  Skim over the above notes, plus any additional notes from texts or lecture.  Decide as a group which events and ideas to use.  Some students should do the actual drawing while others create the tag lines or conversation balloons.  The cartoons may be displayed on the bulletin board.

