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Crea+ng	  Posi+ve	  PR	  
through	  Founda+ons	  

Positive PR for Your District 
through Education Foundations 

Susan	  Johnson	  
Corsicana	  ISD	  	  

Execu+ve	  Director	  of	  Communica+ons	  
	  

Kris-n	  Zastoupil	  
Corsicana	  Educa+on	  Founda+on	  	  

Execu+ve	  Director	  

Crea+ng	  Posi+ve	  PR	  
through	  Founda+ons	  

Good	  PR	  

Inform	   ACtude	   Behavior	  

Inform	  your	  audience	  to	  change	  their	  aCtude.	  
Change	  their	  aCtude	  and	  they	  will	  change	  their	  behavior.	  

Cri+cs 	   	   	   	   	  to 	   	   	   	   	   	  Fans	  
	  	  	   	   	  	  	   	   	  	  	   	   	  	  	   	   	  	  	   	   	  	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (or	  bond	  voters)	  

Crea+ng	  Posi+ve	  PR	  
through	  Founda+ons	  

What	  ISD’s	  are	  Figh+ng	  

•  Media	  scru+ny	  &	  24/7	  news	  cycle	  
•  Increased	  compe++on	  
•  Demographics	  –	  Personal	  stake	  in	  educa+on	  
•  Governmental	  cynicism	  
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Crea+ng	  Posi+ve	  PR	  
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What	  does	  your	  EF	  do?	  
•  Teacher	  grants	  
•  Student	  recogni+on	  

(Top	  10%,	  5%?)	  
•  Staff	  recogni+on	  

(Dis+nguished	  
Teachers)	  

•  Scholarships	  
•  Incen+ves	  (Campus	  

Celebra+ons)	  
•  Alumni	  development	  

Source:	  2014	  State	  of	  Texas	  DEFs,	  
Educa8on	  Capital	  

Crea+ng	  Posi+ve	  PR	  
through	  Founda+ons	  

Rela+onship	  
between	  ISD	  &	  EF	  

•  ISD	  rep	  (superintendent/board	  member)	  give	  updates	  to	  
EF	  Board;	  EF	  Board	  can	  be	  an	  advocate	  for	  issues	  facing	  
ISD	  in	  the	  community	  

•  First	  lines	  of	  defense	  
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Educa+on	  Founda+on	  Outlets	  
•  Website	  
•  Social	  Media	  
•  Press	  releases	  
•  E-‐news	  
•  Video	  

•  Radio/TV	  
•  Direct	  mailings	  
•  Community	  Events	  
•  Phone	  banks	  
•  Personal	  notes/visits	  
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Teacher Recognition 

Crea+ng	  Posi+ve	  PR	  
through	  Founda+ons	  

Student Achievement 
Recognition 

Crea+ng	  Posi+ve	  PR	  
through	  Founda+ons	  

Fundraisers	  =	  	  
“Friend”-‐raisers	  
Corsicana	  ISD	  
Examples	  
•  Gala	  
•  CAST	  (telethon)	  

Source:	  2014	  State	  of	  Texas	  DEFs,	  
Educa8on	  Capital	  
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Crea+ng	  Posi+ve	  PR	  
through	  Founda+ons	  

Teacher	  Grants	  
•  Showcases	  teaching	  staff	  
•  Showcases	  classroom	  programs	  
•  Chance	  to	  define	  what	  tax	  dollars	  
do	  and	  what	  dona+ons	  do	  –	  
“icing	  on	  the	  cake”	  

Crea+ng	  Posi+ve	  PR	  
through	  Founda+ons	  
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New	  Angles	  

•  EF	  Board	  Member	  features	  (Why	  volunteer?)	  
•  U+lize	  EF	  media	  connec+ons	  (Twice	  the	  
pitches)	  

•  EF	  plugged	  in	  to	  PTOs,	  Clubs,	  Organiza+ons	  –	  
Parent	  advocates	  

•  Shared	  social	  media/web	  content	  
•  EF	  photo/video	  contests	  

Crea+ng	  Posi+ve	  PR	  
through	  Founda+ons	  

LEADERSHIP	  DEVELOPMENT	  
Next	  Genera+on	  of	  Leaders	  

Source:	  2014	  State	  of	  Texas	  DEFs,	  Educa8on	  Capital	  

Crea+ng	  Posi+ve	  PR	  
through	  Founda+ons	  

For	  more	  informa+on	  on	  
the	  Texas	  District	  
Educa+on	  Founda+on	  
Project:	  
www.educa+oncapital.org	  

	  



1/23/15	  

6	  

Crea+ng	  Posi+ve	  PR	  
through	  Founda+ons	  

Ques+ons?	  

(903)	  874-‐7441	  
sejohnson@cisd.org	  
kzastoupil@cisd.org	  

	  


